3 Minute Public Comment Presentation Template

Mr. (Mrs.) Mayor and Members of the City Council, Good Afternoon:

My name is ______________ and I have been a resident of ____________since ________.

I want to thank you for giving me the opportunity to present an important issue for you to consider and to take action upon.

THE ISSUE

Every year, we read about children and pets suffering deaths by being left unattended in parked vehicles during hot and even relatively warm weather. These news reports have caused me great concern because these types of tragic deaths are completely avoidable.
What many motorists do not know is that the interior of a car, in relatively warm and hot weather, becomes like an oven. The surfaces within the car, the seats, the dashboard, and the steering wheel not only absorb the heat of the sun, they also radiate this heat within the interior of the vehicle causing the interior air and surfaces of the car to rapidly rise in temperature.

For example, on a mild, warm day, where the outside temperature is only 72 degrees, the interior of the car, even with the windows cracked and the car parked in the shade, will rise to 116 degrees within 60 minutes.

THE REQEST

Many cities across the country are adopting practices to help educate the public about the dangers of leaving children and dogs unattended in a vehicle in warm or hot weather. 
List cities that have installed heat warning signs.
In view of what other cities are doing, I would like to ask our city council members to consider educating the public by placing WARNING SIGNS in all of our city parking lots and parks.

The impact of such warning signs is self evident. The warning is immediate when a person is about to park a vehicle with a child or pet present. They see the warning sign and must make an IMMEDIATE informed decision. An added advantage is that the public is also educated every time a sign is seen, even without a child or a pet being present in the vehicle.
THE CLOSE

I am here today, asking this City Council to please authorize the installation of as many of these signs as the City Council deems appropriate in the municipal parking lots and parks of the city.

Thank you for considering this issue and I hope you will act upon it.

I know from personal experience that there are many individuals, who reside not only here in _________, but also in the surrounding communities, who would eagerly support this initiative. Based on my research, the cost for producing an 18 x 24 inch aluminum sign would cost approximately $_____.  The life expectancy of this sign is between ___and___ based on sun exposure. The signs would be installed on existing poles and fences by city public works personnel at locations as determined by the City. If you the presenter, or other entity, will be providing the signs at not cost to the city, indicate here who will fund the signs.
For your review, I have prepared a packet of materials for each of you, with supporting evidence regarding this very tragic but preventable issue along with a sign example, which could be easily posted to warn motorists about the dangers I have mentioned to you today.

Thank you again.

